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Information for Parents

2025/2026

SCHOOL START AND FINISH TIMES
School starts at 9:00am.  Children will be supervised by a member of staff on the school playground from 8:50 am. Children arriving to school any time after 9:00am will have to be signed in by a parent or family member in the school’s reception.
Children who may be on school premises before 8:50am remain the responsibility of their parents, unless attending the breakfast club or being transported to school by the Local Education Authority.
School ends at 3:15 pm and we would ask you kindly to be prompt in collecting your child.  However, in the event of a parent/guardian being unable to collect a child at the agreed time the school will always take care of that child until the parent/guardian arrives.  Please contact school by telephone if you are going to be late.  It is also important to always advise the school in advance if someone other than the regular parent or guardian is collecting your child from school.
PARENT PAY

This school no longer accepts cash and cheque payments making the school a cash free environment.  Parents are asked to make payments for school meals, trips, and music lessons using a secure online service called ParentPay using a credit or debit card or transfers from a bank account.  ParentPay offers the freedom to make payments whenever, and wherever you like 24 hours a day.  The technology used is of the highest internet security available.  New parents will receive a unique account activation letter on joining the school.  Parents who need to make payments by cash can do so using the PayPoint network at a local store.
SCHOOL DINNERS

The Welsh Government has introduced the Universal Primary Free School Meals Scheme so that every primary pupil will be offered free school meals.
A menu is provided annually and there are regular themed meals which involve a menu change. These are always advised in the weekly newsletter.  If your child has any kind of dietary requirements, please advise the school.  
FREE SCHOOL MEALS
You can claim free school meals if you are in receipt of a qualifying benefit. This will mean that you will also be eligible for the School Essentials Grant. Further details of the benefits and application process are available on the Denbighshire County Council website.
KITCHEN STAFF

Cook - Mrs Joy Thompson
MILK AND SNACKS 

All children in the Dosbarth Tysilio (Nursery to Year 2) receive free milk in the morning.
Children can bring their own healthy snack to school, please ensure that it is only fresh fruit or vegetables, so that we can comply with Government Statutory guidelines as stated in the “Appetite for life” initiative.  This is reported on by Estyn.

LUNCHTIME SUPERVISION

The Headteacher, Teachers and Teaching Assistants supervise the pupils during break and dinner time on the playground on a rota basis.
CLASS ARRANGEMENTS 
Classes for September 2025-2026
Dosbarth Tecla - Years 3, 4, 5 & 6:
Mrs Sian Wilkinson (Main contact) Monday to Wednesday (apart from 1st session on a Tuesday morning when it is Mr Shaun Valentine).  
Mr Shaun Valentine – Thursday & Friday
Dosbarth Tysilio - Nursery, Reception, Years 1 & 2:
Mrs Ruth Barber- (Main Contact) Tuesday to Friday, apart from Tuesday afternoon when it is Mr Shaun Valentine.
Mrs Alys Williams on a Monday.
Dosbarth Tysilio (Nursery to Year 2): Teaching Assistant: Mrs Louise Arthur.
Dosbarth Tecla (age 7 to 11): Teaching Assistant: Mrs Sandra Hampson.
SCHOOL CURRICULUM
The Curriculum For Wales
The Curriculum for Wales has been introduced across all areas of Wales. The curriculum will be a purpose-led, progression based curriculum with a local context to embed real life and authentic learning experiences. The Curriculum for Wales runs along 3 years – 16 years continuum.

Subjects within the curriculum have been combined into six Areas of Learning and Experiences (AoLEs). These six areas are:

· Expressive Arts

· Health & Wellbeing

· Humanities

· Literacy Language and Communication

· Mathematics

· Science & Technology
There are three-cross-curricular skill elements of the Curriculum for Wales:

· Literacy - Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Mandatory elements of the curriculum should be taught across Areas of Learning and Experiences within lessons. The mandatory elements of the curriculum are:

· Values and Ethics

· Relationships and Sexuality Education

· Diversity

· Careers

· Human and Children’s Rights
A curriculum is important to every school and its learners. When designing Ysgol Dyffryn Iâl’s curriculum we have ensured that the learning will be engaging, relevant, challenging and motivational to children in the classroom and beyond. Our aim is to provide high quality teaching experiences will ensure our learners are ambitious, enterprising, ethical and healthy citizens. Our appealing and engaging topics, together with pupil voice, will allow learners to have opportunities to work in ways that enhance their learning and also present their work in their own unique and personal way.

The Four Purposes

Curriculum for Wales is a purpose-led curriculum, which means that we consider the purpose of education rather than focusing only on what the content must be learned.

The Four Purposes of the Curriculum for Wales are to support our children to become
· ambitious, capable learners ready to learn throughout their lives 

· enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work 

· ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world 
· healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.

We are committed to enhancing the curriculum as much as possible, and will also from time to time arrange visits and workshops in order to do this.
ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS
At Ysgol Dyffryn Ial all learners are valued as individuals and their varying needs are dealt with sensitively and effectively. Through careful monitoring and observation we work closely alongside parents, carers and other professionals to ensure that each child meets their full potential. We aim to provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum which promotes self-esteem and a positive attitude.
 At Ysgol Dyffryn Ial we use the definition of ALN from the Code. This states: “Additional learning needs” (“ALN”) has the meaning given by section 2 of the Act, namely:
(1) A person has additional learning needs if he or she has a learning difficulty or disability (whether the learning difficulty or disability arises from a medical condition or otherwise) which calls for additional learning provision.
(2) A child of compulsory school age or person over that age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she—
(a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or
(b) has a disability for the purposes of the Equality Act 2010 (c. 15) which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities for education or training of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream maintained schools or mainstream institutions in the further education sector.
Where it is decided to provide a pupil with ALN support, we will talk to the parents and child where appropriate. We will agree what adjustments, interventions and support will be put in place, as well as the expected impact on progress, development or behaviour, along with a clear date for review.
SCHOOL UNIFORM

It is the school policy to encourage the wearing of our uniform on all occasions.
Red sweatshirts with the school logo and other items can be ordered online from-

www.workplace-worksafe.co.uk They can be delivered to school without charge.
JEWELLERY

We kindly request that pupils do not wear jewellery in school.

The wearing of jewellery is not really suitable for the rough and tumble of school life.  From time to time earrings, bracelets, rings etc. can cause accidents. They can also get mislaid.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In order to participate successfully in PE lessons all children need to wear suitable clothing which is a plain red t-shirt, black 
shorts, joggers or leggings and trainers or pumps for outdoor sessions.  Pupils will not be able to participate in PE without suitable clothing.  No football or rugby kits are allowed.  Pupils are to come to school dressed in their PE kit on their designated PE days:
Dosbarth Tysilio (including Nursery) will have PE on a Tuesday and Friday afternoon.  Please can Nursery pupils arrive in black joggers/leggings, plain red t-shirt and suitable footwear on a Tuesday and Friday afternoon.  
Dosbarth Tecla will have PE on a Monday afternoon and a Friday afternoon. This will only change during our 10 week swimming block but parents will be informed on the dates of swimming sessions well in advance.
PUPIL INFORMATION

It is extremely important that we have up to date information and emergency contact details for each child.

At the start of the new school year a Data Collection Sheet, Parent Consent Form and Home/School Agreement for each pupil is sent 
home so that we can update our school records.  The school complies with GDPR in what it does with the information it holds on pupils.
PHOTOGRAPHS

From time to time we will need to take photographs of your children for displays, evidence of work done and sometimes these may be published for school use, eg. school newsletter, school website, school prospectus, Seesaw app and local newspaper.  A consent form for each pupil is sent home to parents/guardians at the beginning of the school year.  If you not wish to give your consent please write this on the consent form. 
ABSENCE

The school is required by law to record all pupil’s absences as “authorised” or “unauthorised”.

If your child is absent due to illness please contact the school on the first day of absence and daily thereafter between 8:45am and 
9:00am, so that the absence can be recorded in the register. 
ATTENDANCE 

Punctuality is important and pupils need to start the school day on time at 9:00 am.  The classroom doors are locked after the bell goes at 9:00 am.  Any pupil arriving after that time must be come to the main school entrance and signed in by a family member. Any pupil arriving after 9:10 am will be recorded as late.
Ysgol Dyffryn Ial complies with Denbighshire County Council’s policy on attendance.  This includes the issue of a fixed penalty notice as one of the interventions to promote better school attendance.  If your child has at least 20 sessions (10 school days) of unauthorised absence for any reason (including holidays, lateness after close of register and any other unauthorised absence) the school can request that the local authority issue you with a fixed 
penalty notice.  This applies to Year 1 to Year 11 children only.  The Education Services ‘Fixed 
Penalty Notice’ leaflet is issued to parents of full time pupils.  Parents are requested to complete a ‘Pupil Absence Form’ in advance of their child being away from school to provide a reason for the absence.
COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES

From time to time parents may be concerned with some aspect of the education of their child.

Whilst every attempt is made to work in close partnership with parents there will be occasions where problems will arise. 

It is extremely important that when parents have a problem that they bring the concern or complaint to the notice of the school as soon as possible.

Once a concern has been highlighted then every attempt will be made to resolve the matter to the satisfaction of everyone.

To avoid causing unnecessary distress to a child, member of the staff or to yourself it is 
important to follow the agreed procedures as listed below.

The following is the agreed complaint procedure;

*Communicate with the class teacher

· a letter

· discussion with teacher

*If you are still concerned then please communicate with the Headteacher.
A meeting will be arranged to discuss the problem.

*Again if concerns persist then do communicate with the Chair of Governors. The Chair will arrange a meeting or in the case of a written complaint a written reply will be provided.

If you are still unhappy you may consult the local education authority for advice and they will provide a written response.
*If you would like a copy of the complaints policy please ask the school office.
COMMUNICATION

At Ysgol Dyffryn Iâl we regard the education of our children as a partnership between parents and school. Communication between home and school is the most important ingredient in establishing and developing a successful partnership that will help our children learn.  Parents are asked to use the school email: ysgol.dyffryn.ial@denbighshire.gov.uk The school encourages communication by email to parents and guardians and written consent to send information using this method is obtained first.  All communication can be provided in paper form also.
Information For Parents & Prospectus:
Parents will receive annually an ‘Information For Parents’ and together with the school‘s prospectus this will provide a clear framework on the workings of our school.  
Newsletter & Letters:
A weekly newsletter to parents/guardians is issued every Friday and provides a brief and 
useful summary of weekly activities, forthcoming events and useful information. From time to time parents will receive letters from the school on a variety of subjects.

Website:
The school’s website can be found on –

www.ysgoldyffrynial.co.uk
This contains the weekly newsletter, school policies, latest news, useful information and ‘about us’ page.  
GOVERNOR INFORMATION

The school keeps a file containing information relating to Governor activities, minutes of 
meetings, action plans etc. is available, please contact the school office.
REPORTING OF PUPIL PROGRESS

Formal reporting of pupil progress will be carried out twice a year on ‘Parents Evening’. A written ‘End of Year Report' will be provided at the end of the summer term.
MEETING WITH STAFF
Parents are invited to meet the staff at any time to discuss their child’s progress or any concern. However, the teaching staff have a full teaching commitment, and we would kindly request that parents are mindful of this, and if at all possible, that you please make an appointment. It is extremely important that parents contact the school immediately if there is a concern with any aspect of their child’s education. We do request that parents follow the agreed guidelines.

HOMEWORK

We believe that parental involvement in their child’s school learning is an essential aspect of education that we need to develop at Ysgol Dyffryn Iâl.
Nursery
Each child is encouraged to choose a book of their choice to bring home on a Friday. Please return by the following Friday.

Reception, Years 1 & 2
Please note your child’s reading folder will be sent home daily. We kindly ask that they are returned the following day for their paired and guided reading sessions in class. Children's books will be changed during the week when they have finished reading their current books. Each child will be given up to 3 books to take home at one time. If, over the course of the week, your child reads all their books, their reading can be supplemented with books from home.
Reading Records will be monitored regularly, and they remain a very good way to communicate about your child’s progress. We kindly ask that you date and place a comment in your child’s reading folder on a regular basis.

We hope that this will allow more flexibility to read with your child on a regular basis and also improve reading confidence.

Please get in touch with Mrs Barber or Mrs Williams if you require further guidance.
Dosbarth Tecla
We encourage parents to “share” (read together, talk about, enjoy) books with their child on a regular basis and their reading record completed.
We request that children try and read for 15 minutes per night, and also work on one of their identified targets and/or times tables when they can. Parents are asked to write in the Home Reading Log – date, pages read, and a comment when possible too.

Every Friday we hold a whole school assembly in the Church where children’s achievements are recognised.

DISCIPLINE & BEHAVIOUR

At Ysgol Dyffryn Iâl children are encouraged to develop habits of self-discipline and acceptable behaviour; to have pride in their school, its environment and, of course, to care for others.
BREAKFAST CLUB

We offer a Breakfast Club to all children. The club operates from 7:50 am to 8:50 am. Children are provided with a healthy breakfast to ensure a good start to the school day.
The ‘Free Breakfast in Primary School Scheme’ provided through the Welsh Government covers the cost of breakfast and the supervision of pupils during the 30 minutes 
before the start of the school day.  Schools have the option to charge for childcare before 
the free breakfast session.  This school charges £2.00 per pupil per day attending breakfast club from 7.50 am to 8.20 am.  Between 8.20 am to 8.50 am is free of charge as this is the period covered by the free breakfast initiative. The last breakfast is served at 8.35 am.   
A register of attendance is kept at Breakfast Club.  Pupils arriving before 8.20 am will be 
recorded and parents will be able to make their payments online using the ParentPay system.

If you would like your child to attend breakfast club please request a form from the school office.
Breakfast Club Supervisors:
Mrs Sandra Williams-Blythin, Ms Julie Tudor and Mrs Gaynor Wonderley.
EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Ysgol Dyffryn Iâl have some after-school clubs until 4.00 pm for Years 2 to 6 which run at different points during the school year.  Details will be issued near the start of each term.
AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

An independently run After School Club operates from the Llandegla Memorial Hall Community Room Monday to Thursday until 5.30 pm.
Please contact Julie Tudor on 07984613534 should you require this service. 

FRIENDS OF YSGOL DYFFRYN IAL

F.O.Y.D.I. are a group of parents who support

the school by holding different events to raise much needed funds which are used to buy resources and to enhance school life experiences for each and every pupil.
The school really appreciates the work and effort they put into the support they give.

Regular meetings are held and all parents are welcome to attend.  
F.O.Y.D.I. have a Facebook page 'Friends Of Ysgol Dyffryn Ial'.  Please do go and have a look.

SAFEGUARDING CHILD PROTECTION CONTACTS:
If you have any concerns please contact Mr Shaun Valentine (Head Teacher) on 01978 790645.

In his absence 2nd contact is Mrs Ruth Barber (Dosbarth TysilioTeacher) on 01978 790645.
In her absence 3rd contact is Mrs Sian      Wilkinson (Dosbarth Tecla Teacher) on 01978 790645.
In her absence 4th contact is Mrs Pat Downes (Governor responsible for safeguarding) on 01490 450269.
In her absence 5th contact is Mrs Claire Livingston (Chair of Governing Body) on 07878 134736.
Children and Families Support Gateway (advice line available 24/7) tel no – 01824 712200.

Wayne Wheatley Denbighshire County Council Safeguarding Officer and Educational Social Worker tel no – 01824 708169.

CONTACTS

Ysgol Dyffryn Iâl 

Llandegla, tel - 01978 790645

Email – ysgol.dyffryn.iâl@denbighshire.gov.uk
Head Teacher,

Mr Shaun Valentine
School Secretary 

Mrs Sian Griffiths 
Chair of Governors  
Mrs Claire Livingston
YSGOL DYFFRYN IAL                                                SEPTEMBER 2014
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